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NEWS RELEASE

March 1, 1994
UM SCHEDULES GROUNDBREAKING FOR NEW DORM HONORING PANTZER
MISSOULA Former UM President Robert Pantzer will be honored Monday morning, March 7, during a
groundbreaking ceremony for the new residence hall that will bear his name.
The public is invited to attend the Pantzer Hall groundbreaking, scheduled for 11:30 a.m.
under a tent at the building site south of Miller Hall on the southwest comer of campus.
UM President George Dennison will discuss Pantzer and his legacy, Residence Life Director
Ron Brunell will review plans for the new dormitory and UM senior Roger Citron will talk about
Pantzer Hall from a student’s perspective. Pantzer, too, will comment before manning a shovel for
the groundbreaking, joined by Dennison, Brunell, Dean of Students Barbara Hollmann, Vice
President for Administration and Finance James Todd and student representative Chris Ostermiller.
Hot cider will be served.
Pantzer, who lives in Missoula with his wife, Ann, served as UM’s president from
December 1966 until June of 1974. An alumnus and former president of the student body, he
returned to UM in 1957 as a vice president and professor of business administration. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in business and a law degree, both from UM. Following graduation from U M ’s
law school in 1947, he served as Liberty County attorney in Chester, Park County attorney and
Livingston city attorney.
Pantzer Hall will be a four-story structure that will house 201 students in suites.
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Construction is expected to begin within two weeks of the groundbreaking and end by Aug. 1,
1995, in time for students to move in for fall semester.
The $7 million dorm will be funded through a $45 million revenue bond sale approved last
fall by the state Board of Regents. The bond sale will also cover construction of a 120-unit family
housing complex; parking lot expansion; a new cold/dry storage area for the University Center food
service; the purchase of land across the river from campus; renovation of existing campus buildings
and parking lots; and refinancing outstanding debts of UM and Western Montana College. Funds
to repay the bonds will come from student fees, residence hall revenue and parking-fee revenue.
For more information about the groundbreaking, call Community Relations and Outreach
Coordinator Annie Pontrelli, 243-4750.
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Editors, news directors, reporters: Visitor’s parking spaces will be provided along the east side
of Arthur Avenue during the groundbreaking. Visitor’s parking passes are available through the
Office of Campus Security, 243-6131. For more information about Pantzer Hall, contact Ron
Brunell, 243-2611.
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